	Dear XX, XX,

	 

	As one of your constituents, I’m reaching out to make an urgent appeal for your support in the opposition of the proposed supersize data centre at Lots 14 and 15 Stirling Crescent, Hazelmere. This site is just 40 metres from Mandoon Bilya (Helena River), and sits alongside residential homes, the Helena River Waldorf School, a Conservation Category Wetland and the proposed Mandoon Bilya Riverpark, a 250-hectare river restoration initiative led by Bibbul Ngarma Aboriginal Association Incorporated (BNAA). 


	 

	The federal government recently announced a data centre and AI framework that will put “the needs of Australian people first”, but this data centre development would do the exact opposite. 

	 

	This development will involve: 

	 

		○
	Significant 24/7noise pollution that could cause measurable impact on nearby residents and local school children




		○
	Threatening endangered wildlife like snake neck turtles and black cockatoos that rely on the Mandoon Bilya (Helena River), a registered Aboriginal heritage site and conservation category wetland




		○
	Extensive clearance of trees and vegetation




	 

	Local community groups, including the Bibbul Ngarma Aboriginal Association, have found the proposal is:


	 

		○
	Inconsistent with the local planning scheme, structure plan, state planning policies and water management guidelines




		○
	Incomplete




		○
	Lacking the most basic of site investigations




		○
	Missing essential technical information




	 

	This area is currently rural and residential and zoned “special use”. A simple review of the proposal would highlight this isn’t the correct classification for a 120-megawatt data centre planned to be 23.5 metres tall, with 64 evaporative-cooled chillers running 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

	 

	The high environmental, cultural and community significance of the river imposes a high duty of care on any development proposal in this area. And yet, this proposal fails to address key environmental, social, and site compatibility issues. 

	 

	Compatibility 


	 

	As has been rightly communicated publicly by Bibbul Ngarma Aboriginal Association Incorporated (BNAA), the proposal has a range of serious risks and gaps, including: 

	 

		○
	No existing sewer connection and no viable wastewater plan - this is a dangerous precedent to set considering it would be within 40 metres of a river, a Conservation Category Wetland, and a primary school.




		○
	No soil, groundwater or stormwater testing




		○
	Unquantified and massive water use for cooling




		○
	No technical basis for stormwater management




		○
	Inconsistent and unresolved power supply details




		○
	No information on safe fuel storage for 88 diesel generators




		○
	No assessment of emissions, heat or night time light




		○
	No foreshore management plan




		○
	Significant unresolved risks to the river, community and environment




	 

	Environmental 


	 

	For 45+ years, Trillion Trees Australia and hundreds of people in the local community have worked together to create a community nursery and the Mandoon Bilya (Helena River) Restoration Project. Currently, 120 vulnerable volunteers attend the Trillion Trees Community Nursery every week to grow approx. 200,000 native trees each year. 


	 

	Developing a data centre just 200 metres from these sites would have significant negative impacts on the local community who give their time contributing to these positive environmental outcomes. 

	 

	The development will also involve clearing trees, which could contribute to further threatening endangered wildlife like snake neck turtles and black cockatoos, as well as damage the Mandoon Bilya (Helena River), a registered Aboriginal heritage site and conservation category wetland.

	 

	Social 


	 

	The currently proposed location is a residential and community-oriented area, adjacent to a primary school, a community nursery and the Mandoon Bilya (Helena River) Restoration Project, plus its a registered Aboriginal heritage site and conservation category wetland. Mandoon Bilya (Helena River) has very high ecological, cultural and social significance, with over 40 individual Aboriginal heritage sites registered along its length. 

	 

	A petition against the proposal has already generated thousands of signatures. I urge you to view the petition, the comments from community, and the range of people supporting its call for the data centre to be located elsewhere. I’d also encourage you to share this petition with your colleagues who may be unaware of the full extent of potential damage of the development and the local community’s concerns. 


	 

	We are reaching out now because the development application will be heard before the Joint Development Assessment Panel in early May. We are imploring you to take a public stand against this proposal, collaborate with the developers to find a more appropriate location for the data centre development, and to consult with community to understand the genuine and deep concerns being felt on the above issues. 

	 

	We are more than happy to provide further insight on the issue or arrange a meeting to discuss our opposition in more depth. 

	 

	
Please feel free to contact me via XX or XX

	 

	Kind regards, 

	 

	XX



