On the Edge of the Forest
By Noni Oldfield

The most incredible thing about the film Grandpa
Barrie made with Ernst Friedrich Schumacher, On the
Edge of the Forest, is that it’s still relevant 43 years
later.
Sadly, it’s not surprising that ancient trees still get
clear-felled and woodchipped and ravaged by disease.
But there are other reasons the film still has a lot to say.
Like your average human who will just poo-poo
whatever they don’t fully understand, I have spurned
money and the word ‘economics’ like it betrayed my
family and molotoved my house. Who wouldn’t cite
basic economic greed as the root of all our problems,
environmental and otherwise? But you get someone
like Schumacher who breathes life and sacredness into
the economic system – it’s an entirely different story.
That’s what Barrie understood when he was
approached by Christine Sharpe to make a film about
native forests. He was immersed in Schumacher’s
philosophy and had read every one of his articles that
appeared in Resurgence magazine.
Through a series of serendipitous connections, Barrie
and Christine scouted Schumacher for the film and
convinced him to come out to Australia from England.
The result was a low res but spiritually relevant film
piece that was poetic, philosophical and visionary for its
time.

On the Edge of the Forest, continued
Schumacher with wooden staff in hand is like the
Gandalf of economics, inspiring respect and reverence
with his aura of gentle wisdom. His world-renowned
ideas call for a total reorientation of the economic
imperative away from constant growth and towards the
health of people and environment.
We get some beautiful monologues to suit the stately
old-growth Karri and Jarrah, and some great shots of
the mill workers that will make you nostalgic for
stubbies shorts and pre-OH&S regulation. It might even
draw a few cathartic tears from your jaded, cynical
bodies. Like any good doco, the point is it can still
inspire people to fight for the bastions of old-growth
that remain in this region.
Go the forests, and may the spirit of old Schumacher
live on.
Copies of On the Edge of the Forest are available at
Trillion Trees for $30.00 plus p&h.
To purchase your copy
please contact us on:
T : (08) 9250 1888
E: contact@trilliontrees.org.au
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